
Town of Damariscotta  
Public Hearing and Select Board 

Meeting  
 

October 1, 2025 
Town Office 
21 School St 

5:30 PM 
Join Virtually 

 Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85228756628  
 

AGENDA 
1.​ Pledge of Allegiance 
2.​ Public Hearings  

i.​ Liquor License: Anne’s Book Bistro 
ii.​ General Assistance Ordinance 

3.​ Call Select Board Meeting to Order 
i.​ Minutes  

1.​ September 17, 2025 
ii.​ Financial Reports  

1.​ Payroll Warrants #___ 
2.​ Accounts Payable Warrants #___ 

iii.​ Citizen Comments and General Correspondence 
iv.​ Town Manager’s Report  
v.​ Official Action Items  

1.​ Liquor License 
a.​ Anne’s Book Bistro (New) 
b.​ Lincoln Theater (Renewal) 
c.​ Lobster Haul (Renewal) 

2.​ Entertainment License:  
a.​ Anne’s Book Bistro 
b.​ Lincoln Theater 

3.​ Public Vending License: Mary’s Wildflower Raw Honey/T’s Lip Balm 
4.​ Cemetery Donation  
5.​ Special Town Meeting Warrant (MPERS) 
6.​ Budget Committee Appointments 
7.​ General Assistance Ordinance Amendments 
8.​ Highway Equipment Reserve Allocation: Line Striper 

vi.​ Select Board’s Discussion Items 
1.​ Joint Public Works Committee Update/Presentation 
2.​ Liquor License Issuance Policy 
3.​ Road Opening Permit/Policy 

vii.​ Adjournment 
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Town of Damariscotta  
Public Hearing and Select Board 

Meeting  
 

October 1, 2025 
Town Office 
21 School St 

5:30 PM 
Join Virtually 

 Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85228756628  
 

AGENDA 
1.​ Pledge of Allegiance 
2.​ Public Hearings  

i.​ Liquor License: Anne’s Book Bistro 
ii.​ General Assistance Ordinance 

3.​ Call Select Board Meeting to Order 
i.​ Minutes  

1.​ September 17, 2025 
ii.​ Financial Reports  

1.​ Payroll Warrants #___ 
2.​ Accounts Payable Warrants #___ 

iii.​ Citizen Comments and General Correspondence 
iv.​ Town Manager’s Report  
v.​ Official Action Items  

1.​ Liquor License 
a.​ Anne’s Book Bistro (New) 
b.​ Lincoln Theater (Renewal) 
c.​ Lobster Haul (Renewal) 

2.​ Entertainment License:  
a.​ Anne’s Book Bistro 
b.​ Lincoln Theater 

3.​ Public Vending License: Mary’s Wildflower Raw Honey/T’s Lip Balm 
4.​ Cemetery Donation  
5.​ Special Town Meeting Warrant (MPERS) 
6.​ Budget Committee Appointments 
7.​ General Assistance Ordinance Amendments 
8.​ Highway Equipment Reserve Allocation: Line Striper 

vi.​ Select Board’s Discussion Items 
1.​ Joint Public Works Committee Update/Presentation 
2.​ Liquor License Issuance Policy 
3.​ Road Opening Permit/Policy 

vii.​ Adjournment 
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Town of Damariscotta  
Select Board Meeting  

 
September 17, 2025 

Town Office 
21 School St 

5:30 PM 
 

Join Virtually 
 Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88515206187    

 

MINUTES 
Attendance: 
Select Board: Daryl Fraser, Tom Anderson, Andrea Keushguerian, Dan Hunter, Darryl Day 
Other: Andrew Dorr, Town Manager; John Roberts, Fire Chief;  Emerson Wesselhoff, Island Fellow 

 
 

 
1.​ Pledge of Allegiance 
2.​ Call Select Board Meeting to Order 

Fraser called the meeting to order at 5:30. 
 

3.​ Minutes  
i.​ September 3, 2025 

Motion by Anderson to approve the minutes of September 3, 2025 as 
presented. 
Second by Day 
Vote: 5/0/0 
 

4.​ Financial Reports  
i.​ Payroll Warrants #___ 

Motion by Fraser to approve Payroll Warrant #11 
Second by Anderson 
Vote: 5/0/0 
 

ii.​ Accounts Payable Warrants #___ 
Motion  by Fraser to approve Accounts Payable Warrant #12. 
Second by Keushguerian 
Vote 5/0/0 
 

5.​ Citizen Comments and General Correspondence 
None 
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6.​ Town Manager’s Report  
Dorr provided a written report. Some highlights include: 
TRIO software support will be ending shortly.  An upgrade will be necessary.  This 
could result in some minor scheduling changes towards the end of the calendar year,  
for necessary staff training.  The See-Click-Fix module, which will allow web visitors 
to complete a complaint form for various departments and create a digital log of 
complaints should be live by November.  A letter of support for the Darling Marine 
Center was provided as they look to apply for a grant that would continue the work 
of understanding the uses of the Damariscotta River Estuary.  Strategic Planning 
workshops are going well. Others are scheduled  on Wednesday 9/24 and 10/8.  The 
Police Department evaluation is beginning.  The review team is expected to finish 
their report by the end of November.  The Police Chief’s job ad should be posted 
before the next meeting of the Select Board.  The Public Works crew is finishing up 
their use of the excavator rental.  They were able to clear the roadside on Standpipe 
and part of Back Meadow as well as replace a culvert on Hammond St. before  
cleaning the machine for its return.  Sand and Salt have been stacked for the start of 
the winter season.  Capital project updates were also included.   Surveyors should be 
on site next week to delineate the wetland and boundary area for the Chapman St 
drainage project.  Six responses were received for the 1B PPI project. They are 
currently being reviewed and scored.  Four respondents submitted proposals for the 
Castner Creek Culvert replacement.   The review process should begin next week 
once a review team is pulled together.  Work on the new EV chargers is anticipated 
to begin the week of September 22nd.   There was an opening in the civil teams 
schedule to set the poles and complete the underground/utility work.  The units will 
need to be installed later as they have not arrived yet.  Full plans were distributed to 
the Board members.   Fraser wondered if there was a policy for the use of chargers 
yet?  Anderson suggested that if any nearby Towns already had one we could start 
with that.   As the next Damariscotta/Newcastle Public Works Committee meeting 
was scheduled for September 22, the full Board was given an update on the 
progress.  Dorr said they were honing in on a community presentation of budget 
numbers and a full understanding of what crew would be needed for the winter 
season.  Space needs  will be a focus of a future meeting.   It's still early in the 
process and there is lots to be flushed out before public presentations/forums.  Dorr 
commented that we do need feedback and questions from the public before 
finalizing anything. 
 
 
 

7.​ Official Action Items  
i.​ Liquor License Renewal: Best Thai 

 
Motion by Anderson to approve the liquor license renewal for Best Thai. 
Second by Keushguerian 
Vote: 5/0/0 
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ii.​ Vending License: Blanchards Ice Cream 

 
Motion by Fraser to approve the vending license for Blanchards Ice Cream. 
Second by Day 
Vote: 5/0/0 
 

iii.​ Fire Station Reserve Allocation: Station Improvements 
As part of the structural assessment conducted early this summer, it was 
decided that the floor repair should move forward.  Chief Roberts has been 
considering and reviewing options to rehabilitate the concrete floor as 
identified in the capital plan.  Estimates were received for epoxy floor coating 
and polished concrete flooring.  Based on input from various sources, the 
Chief would like to proceed with the epoxy flooring, as it is less maintenance, 
has a shorter set time and will be less slippery due to the grit, which can be 
added.  In addition,  a lip will be added along the wall  edges.    He added that 
storage units would need to be rented to hold all of their equipment during 
the finishing process.  Estimated cost of $500.  Anderson wondered why they 
had selected red lines instead of yellow as shown in the presentation.  
Roberts said that the floor color in the presentation wasn’t exactly how the 
floor would appear and the red was a better contrast. The Chief updated the 
Board that the roof work would be happening beginning this weekend and 
plans to look at the electrical  system would be forthcoming.  He mentions 
this because the cost for a new station is running over $10,000,000 so this 
station needs to be maintained.   Fraser thanked the Chief for all the research 
and recommendations. 
 
Motion by Fraser to waive the bid requirements and to appropriate up to 
$50,000 from the Fire Station Reserve for improvements to the Fire Station as 
presented. 
Second by Keushguerian 
Vote: 5/0/0 
 
 

iv.​ MPERS Retirement Plan Changes 
Dorr presented information regarding MPERS Special Plan options for the 
new Police Chief position.  He stated that Damariscotta does lag behind other 
towns in terms of our retirement package.  He reminded the Board that 
Special Plan options were reviewed in 2024 and determined not to proceed 
with a change at that time.   To stay competitive with the job market, he 
suggested the Board consider making a change for the non-unioned police 
officers (in our case the Police Chief position).  Dorr noted that It would be an 
approximate increase in cost of $1100-$1750 in FY26. 
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Motion by Keushguerian to have the Town Manager draft a special town 
meeting warrant to consider changing the non-unioned police officers MPERS 
plan option from the AC plan to a Special Plan. 
Second by Fraser 
Vote: 5/0/0 
 
Hunter asked if the union would want a special plan if we offered it to the 
Chief.  Dorr and Fraser both responded that it had come up at the last 
negotiation, but had been dropped in favor of other items.  Dorr said he 
thought it would be a focus at the next negotiation. 
 
Dorr will supply more information within the draft warrant at the next 
meeting to clarify. 
 

v.​ Order of Municipal Officers: Tax Payment Allocation 
Motion by Hunter to direct the Tax Collector to apply any tax payments 
received  be applied in chronological order beginning with the oldest unpaid 
tax bill, provided, however, that no such payment may be applied to any tax 
for which an abatement application or appeal is pending unless approved in 
writing by the taxpayer. 
Second by Day 
Vote: 5/0/0 
 
 

vi.​ Paving and Drainage Reserve Allocation: Road Improvements 
Hunter asked if there was a cut off date for laying asphalt.  Dorr answered it 
was typically mid-October but these projects would be fine. 
Dorr presented a listing of fall road surfaces to be improved with estimated 
costs.  A few might be close, depending on the actual amount of asphalt used 
(at the $120/ton price).  In addition to the previously appropriated $75,000,    
an additional $18,000, which includes a contingency for tonnage, is being 
requested. 
 
Motion by Fraser to allocate up to $18,000 from the Paving and Drainage 
Reserve to complete various road improvements. 
Second by Anderson 
Vote 5/0/0 
 

vii.​ Technology Reserve Allocation: Workstations  
Dorr presented  a request to replace 3 office devices now, due to Windows 10 
operating system becoming unsupported in October.   He went on to describe  
a replacement plan aimed for a 5 year replacement cycle, but upgrading now 
for a potential replacement  within a year didn't seem reasonable.  Estimated 
costs would be $3000-$3450. 
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Motion by Fraser to allocate up to $3450 from the Technology Reserve to 
replace staff computers as presented in the Town Manager’s memo. 
Second by Anderson 
Vote: 5/0/0 
 
 

viii.​ Donation 
Dorr presented a check  for $2000 from Paul and Kathy Anderson to support 
Trunk or Treat.    
Motion by Hunter to accept the donation from the Anderson’s to support 
Trunk or Treat. 
Second by Fraser, who added a Thank you on behalf of the Select Board. 
Vote: 5/0/0 
 

               
8.​ Select Board’s Discussion Items 

Anderson wanted to bring a pending bill regarding allowing Municipalities to limit 
Nonprofit Property Tax Exemptions to the attention of the full Board. A discussion 
regarding the value of non- profits in our community followed. If enacted, this bill 
provides a municipality the power to limit the amount of a property tax exemption 
given to a nonprofit institution or organization when it determines by vote that  such 
an exemption would be detrimental to its residents.   Dorr estimates there is about a 
100 million dollars in value out there, that is non taxable.   He is putting that data 
together now and will share it with the Board.  Hunter commented that service 
centers are strained right now.  Anderson suggested this bill should be followed and 
that he would contact our representative for their point of view and to invite them to 
a Select Board meeting in the near future. 
 

9.​ Adjournment 
​ ​        Motion by Anderson to adjourn the meeting. 
                                  Second by Fraser 
                                  Vote: 5/0/0 
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State of Maine

Application Copy
File Number: 92660

LICENSE #

AUD-23-107476

LICENSE TYPE

Job Type:

On-Premises: Beer & Wine

AGENT NAME

Renewal Application

10.01.25 BOS

Bureau of Alcoholic

Beverages & Lottery
Operations

APPLICATION DATE RECEIVED

2025-09-12

LICENSEE

LINCOLN COUNTY COUMMINTY

THEATER & ORCHESTRA

EFFECTIVE DATE

2024-09-26

STATUS

Active

EXPIRES

2025-09-25

PREMISES NAME

LINCOLN THEATER

NEW SECONDARY LICENSE(S)

None selected

PREMISES TYPЕ

Auditorium

OPERATOR

LINCOLN COUNTY COUMMINTY

THEATER & ORCHESTRA

PHYSICAL ADDRESS

2 THEATER ST

MAILING ADDRESS

PREMISES NAME

LINCOLN THEATER

DAMARISCOTTA ME 04543

PO BOX 237 DAMARISCOTTA ME 04543-0237

10.01.25 Bos

Chief's letter Reg: 9.15.25 Ree'd:

Nohfy Applicant: 09.15.25
Sent Agend w/2oom:
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CONTACT NAME

CHRISTINA BELKNAP

CONTACT PHONE

(207) 563-3424
FAX

PREFERRED CONTACT МЕTHOD

Email

ALTERNATE PHONE

EMAIL

info@lincolntheater.net

QUESTIONS

On-Premises: Beer & Wine

1. Is your business (including any DBA) registered and in good standing
with the Maine Secretary of State?

Answer "No" if you are a Sole Proprietor.
Yes

19770025ND

2. Does the licensee or applicant(s) have any interest in any other Maine
Liquor License?

No

3. Is the applicant/licensee an individual, partnership, or association?

4.

5.

No

Are all licensees/applicants residents of the State of Maine?

Yes

Is your license for a club with a membership?

No

6. Is your license application for Vessel Corporation?

No
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7. Do you have a valid and current health license issued by Maine
Department of Health and Human Services OR the Department of

Agriculture?

Yes

(document uploaded)

8. Do you allow dancing or entertainment on the licensed premises?
If so, You need to have a a license from the Maine State Fire Marshal.
See https://www.maine.gov/dps/fmo/plans-review/applications for
more information.

Yes

We don&#x27;t have a number but it is issued by the town of

Damariscotta

9. Will any law enforcement officer directly benefit financially from this

license, if issued?

No

10 Is the licensee or applicant for a license receiving, directly or indirectly,
any money, credit, thing of value, endorsement of commercial paper,

guarantee of credit or financial assistance of any sort from any person
or entity within or without the State, if the person or entity is engaged,
directly or indirectly, in the manufacture, distribution, wholesale sale,
storage or transportation of liquor.

No

11 Is the licensee/applicant(s) directly or indirectly giving aid or assistance
in the form of money, property, credit, or financial assistance of any

sort, to any person or business entity holding a liquor license granted
by the State of Maine?

12

No

Do you have a manager employed?

No
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13 Has any of the listed applicants, an immediate family member of an

applicant, or an employed manager been denied a liquor license or

had a liquor license revoked within the last 5 years?

No

14 Is any of the listed applicants the spouse, father, mother, child or other

immediate family member of a person whose liquor license has been
revoked or denied in the last 6 months?

No

15 Has any licensee/applicant or employed manager ever been convicted
of any violation of the liquor laws in Maine or any State of the United
States within the last 5 years?

No

16 Has the licensee/applicant(s) or manager ever been convicted of any
violation of any law, other than minor traffic violations, in Maine or any

State of the United States?

Yes

1.Christina Belknap
2. 10/27/2005

3. DWI

4. Lincoln County
5. Convicted

17 Does the licensee/applicant(s) own the premises?

No

(document uploaded)

18 At which address are your business records located?

2 Theater Street, Damariscotta ME 04543

19 What will be your business hours? Please indicate each day's open

and close times.

Wednesday through Sunday, business hours vary but typically from

2pm to 9:30pm
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20 Please provide the name and distance from the premises to the

nearest school, school dormitory and place of place of worship,
measured from the main entrance of the premises to the main
entrance of the school, school dormitory and place of worship by the

ordinary course of travel.

0.1 mile to Damariscotta Baptist Church

21 Is your application for a Hotel or Bed & Breakfast?

No

22 What is the gross food income for the licensure period that will end on

the expiration date?

$17,599

23 What is the gross income from beer, wine, and spirits for the licensing

period ending on the expiration date?

$7,124

24 Do you have a food menu?
No

DOCUMENTS

TYPE FILE NAME

Premises Floor Plan

Supplemental Ownership Form

Lease/Rental Agreement

Maine Health or Agriculture
License

Lincoln Theaater_Liquor
License Renewal

Floorplan. Sep 2025
copy.pdf

Lincoln Theaater_Liquor

License Renewal

Ownership. Sep 2025
copy.pdf

Lincoln Theaater_Liquor
License Renewal

BUSINESS. Sep 2025.pdf

Eating Place

Certificate_2025-26.pdf

DESCRIPTION

We are a non-profit so we don't
have a lease. Attached are the

business docs.
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APPLICANT

LINCOLN COUNTY COUMMINTY

THEATER & ORCHESTRA

DECLARATION

I certify that I am the applicant as described in this application, or that I

am duly authorized to submit this application on the applicant's behalf.

All information provided in this application is accurate and correct. I

understand that false statements made on this application are punishable
by law. Knowingly supplying false information on this application is a Class

D Offense under Maine's Criminal Code, punishable by confinement of up

to one year, or by monetary fine of up to $2,000 or by both.
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STATE OF MAINE

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

BUREAU OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND LOTTERY OPERATIONS

DIVISION OF LIQUOR LICENSING AND ENFORCEMENT

Premises Floor Plan

In an effort to clearly define your license premise and the areas that consumption and storage of liquor
authorized by your license type is allowed, the Bureau requires all applications to include a diagram of the
premise to be licensed.

Diagrams should be submitted on this form and should be as accurate as possible. Be sure to label the following
areas: entrances, office area, coolers, storage areas, display cases, shelves, restroom, point of sale area, area for

on-premise consumption, dining rooms, event/function rooms, lounges, outside area/decks or any other areas on

the premise that you are requesting approval. Attached an additional page as needed to fully describe the
premise.

UISTAIRS
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Fire Ercape

BABLO/101 Floor Plan 12/2024
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Lincoln Theater Board Contact List

Effective January 1, 2025

Karen Filler (President)
18 Gaul Drive

Walpole ME 04573

207-563-2642 (home)
207-315-1702 (cell)

kfiller@tidewater.net

Merna Guttentag (Secretary)
99 Miles Road

South Bristol, ME 04568

Mail: PO Box 226

South Bristol, ME 04568

207-644-8358 (home)

202-262-2867 (cell)
mernacg@gmail.com

John Hendrickson
77 Federal Street

Wiscasset, ME 04578

(714) 585-8672 (cell)

phreddie1962@gmail.com

Keith Langendorfer (Vice President)
646 Dutch Neck Road

Waldoboro, ME 04572

978-968-5049 (cell)
Keith.Karen.646@gmail.com

Deb Mills-Scofield
87 Bradley Shore Rd

Pemaquid, ME 04558

(207) 747-8100 (cell)
dms@mills-scofield.com

John Mulcahy
107 Long Cove Point Rd

Chamberlain, ME 04541

(207) 677-2917 (home)

(212) 749-0306 (cell)

Mulcahy1953@gmail.com

Ann Poole

16 Dodge Cove Lane

Newcastle, ME 04553

Mail: PO Box 1

Newcastle, ME 04553

207-350-5242 (cell)

woodenbobbins@gmail.com

Jennifer Wright

398 Duck Puddle Rd

Nobleboro, ME, 04555

207-542-9529 (cell)

jwright@aos93.org

Christina Belknap (Executive Director)
145 Church Street

Damariscotta, ME 04543
207-563-5587 (H) 207-485-5687 (C)

christina@lincolntheater.org
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19770025ND 1910000203526

FILED 02 18 1977

ARTI 4 00312

State of Maine

comformf cofuy11-20.77

BOOK 905 PAGE 153

Certificate of Organization of a Corporation, under Title 13, Chapter 81
of the Revised Statutes, and Amendments thereto.

The undersigned, officers of a corporatiou duly organized at the office of Joel F. Bowie, Esq

in the town of DRamariscptta State of Maine, on the. Thurteenthday of

Jandary. A.D 1972.., bereby certify as follows:

The name of said corporation is LANCOLN COUNTY COMMUNITY THEATER ANND ORCHESTRA

The purpases of said corporation ares.To present. produce. manage, conduct and
represent in any theatre, or place of amusement or entertainmant or
elsewhere, such plays, dramas: comedies, ballets.oberartatnment OF

e, sun piays, drаmаs, соmedles, ballets, operas, operettas,
musical works, iisico-dramatic works and other entertainments аз
the corpotation shall from s and other antertainments a8
the corporation shall from time to time think fit; to promote art
and to develop artistic abllities and other skilis in the field of

histrionics, dance andhistrionies dane

public sppreuistion and eniomantoater, encourage and develop
dnarro eppreciatlon and enjoymant of dramatic, musical and musi.co
means. etbmentogh the presencатоп о such works; to provide
dramatic works through the presentation of such works: to provide
means, equipment and facilities to afford qualified persons an
opportunity to acquire knowledge of the sciance of stagecraft andopportuity to aoquire knоитербе оof the seience of atagecraft and
practical experience in play productions and in the production of
masicar and musico dramatid worksr to own, lease, operate and maintainmusical and musico dramatio worksr to own. lease.ne praduct
öne or more workshops and theatres, to have the power to acquire, holа,one o ore
own, sall, Isase, mortgage or otherwise encumber all kinds of
property, real and personal, including the right, poer a

including the right, power and authorityto hold by gift. devise. becrubequest or purchase any form of propertta be held in trust for the benefit of the corporations and to doanything whic hh maymay babe foundfound usefuluseful oror convenient in accomplishingthe purposes, objects, aime and powers above outlineds and to ive
and powers above outlineds and to giveits net profits to such charitable, religious, scientific, Jiteraryor educational organizations which would then qualify under the
which would then qualify under theproviaions of Section 501(c) {3} of the Internal Revemue code andof

ons as they now exist or as they may hereafter be amended.

The corporationh is not organized for profit and nono
property or profit of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of
any person, partnership or corporation except in furtherence of the
nonprofle making purposes of the corporation.

Spon the dissolution of
up of its affaire, the assets ete corporation or the winding
ekcluaivalt to t the assets of the corporation shall be distributed
excluslvely to charitable, religious, scientific, literary oF
educational organizations which would then malif 01

оат оrgаzтons which would then qualify under the
provisions of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code
its Regulations as they now eat ore and

тPtoUs as they how exist or as they may hereafter be amended.

TSS-C5-S3 ev
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Damariscotta
Said corporation is located in the town of ...County ofof Lincoln

State of Maine.

four
The sumber of officera is and their names are as follows:

President Joel F. Bowie

David M. Gordoд
Vice-President

Secretary Poo Erik S. nord

Treasurer Erike s.
Erik S. Nord

B Trustees Jo F. Bowle, F. Stevenson Burton, Arthur Dexter,

Daris Havens Marble, David M. Gordon, June H. Moran, Erik S. Norа,

Niles L. Perkins, III, Katherine F. Sanfora, Pauline J. Steele, Alison E
Scuart.

Witness our hands this ✗ke day ofannary A.D. 19

THIRTKENTH
Jo BoWtm -President

S. MaRD Treasurer

JOFL F BOWIR

JEANNE W. HoWAED
ERIK S.NOR

(This Certihcate must befiled in the Offce of the Secretary ofState within 60 days of date of
Drganization)

Incorporators
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BOOK 905 PAGE 155

A.D. 19.77Lincoln

STATE OF MAINE
__January.

Then personally appeared the within named Joel F. Bowie, Erik s. Nord and
Jeanne W. Howard.

and severally made oath to the foregoing certificate by them signed, that the same is true.

Before me,

BARIARA J DE GARMD
Hatice of

Notary Public

SEAL

STATE OF MAINE

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE

JANDARY 17, AD.1977

I hereby certily that I have examined the foregoing certiicate, and the same is properly drawn and signed,si ppt

conformable to the constitution and laws of the State.
Purkcio M. KILMISTER

ASSISTANTATTORNEY GENERAL

LINCOLN, SS.
RECRIVED JAN 21 1977 8 H. 50 M. A. M.
AND REGORDED FROM THE ORIGINAL
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11/05/2010 13:55 2074432695

ANTATAS AUNAVRA TAAAEUT

District Director

WILLIAM H BREWER CPA

TLSAFS LDNAN נמקTד

Date: JUL1 5 1998

Lincoln County Community Theater
and Orchestra

P. O. Box 237

Damariscotta, ME 04543-0237

P. O. o 2508
Cincinnati, OH 45201

Person to Contadt
Dee Anna Jarmon

Telephone Number:

513-241-5199
Fax Number:
513-684-5936

Federal Identification Number
22-2491739

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is in response to your letter dated May 5, 1998, requesting a
copy of your organization's determination letter. This letter will
take the place of the copy you requested.
Our records indicate that a determination letter issued in July 1986
granted your organization exemption from federal income tax under
section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. That letter is stil1
in effect.

Based on information subsequently submitted, we classified your
organization as one that is not a private foundation within the
meaning of section 509 (a) of the Code because it is an organization
desoribed in section 509 (a) (2)

This classification was based on the assumption that your
organization's operations would continue as stated in the
application. If your organization's sources of support, or its
character, method of operations, or purposes have changed, please
us know so we can consider the effect of the change on the exempt
status and foundation ststatus of your organization.

let

Your organization is required to file Form 990, Return of
Organization Exempt from Income Tax, only if its gross receipts each
year are normally more than $25,000. If a return is required, it
must be filed by the 15th day of the fifth month after the end of the
organization's anmual accounting period. The law imposes a penalty
of $20 a day, up to a maximum of $10,000, when aà return is filed
late, unless there is reasonable cause for the delay.

All exempt organizations (unless epecifically excluded) are liable
for taxes under the Federal Insurance Contributions Act (social
şecurity taxes) on remuneration of $100 or more paid to each eemployee
during a calendar year. Your organization isis noЁnot liable for the taximposed under the Federal Unemployment Tax Act (FUTA).

1

PAGE 02

Page 61



11/05/2010 13:56 2074432695 WILLIAM M BREWER LTA

Lincoln County Community Theater and Orchestra:
22-2491739

Organizations that are not private foundations are not subject to the
excise taxes under Chapter 42 of the Code. However, these

organizations are not automatically exempt from other federal excise
taxes.

Donors may deduct contributions to your organization as provided in

section 170 of the Code. Bequests, legacies, devises, transfers, or
gifts to your organization or for its use are deductible forfor federal
estate and gift tax purposes if they meet the applicable provisions

sections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of the Code.

Your organization is not required to file federal income tax returus
unless it is subject to the tax on unrelated business income under

section 511 of the Code. If your organization is subject to this
tax, it must file an income tax return on the Form 990-T, Exempt
Organization Business Income Tax Return. In this letter, we are not
determining whether any of your organization's present or proposed
activities are unrelated trade or business as defined in section 513

of the Code,

Because this letter could help resolve any questions about your

organization's exempt status and foundation status, you should keep
it with the organization's permanent records.

Please direct any questions to the person identified in the
letterhead above.

This letter affirms your organization's exempt status.

sircerely,

C. Hanllal
C. Ashley Bullard
District Director
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NONPROFIT CORPORATION

STATE OF MAINE

STATEMENT OF INTENTION

TO CARRY ON ACTIVITIES UNDER
AN ASSUMED OR FICTITIOUS NAME

Lincoln County Community Theater and Orchestra
(Real Name of Corpommon)

File No. 19770025ND Pages 2
Fee Paid $25

DCN 2103351600026 ANME
*FILED

11/29/20101179120

Jalis Dlynp
Depuly Setretary ofStue

A Trae Copy When Attested By Signature

Deputy Secretary of State

Pursnant to 1i.B MRSA UR-A, the undersigned corporation executes and delivers the following Statement of Intenion to Cary onActivities Under an Assuied or Fictitious Name;

FIRST:
The address of the registered office of the corporadion in the State of Mame is

Po Box 237, 2 Theater Street, Damariscotta Maine 04543

SECOND: (" orie box only.)

(sireet ety, state and zip poiej

assumed name (13-B URS.1 4308-A.1) ficitious name (13-B ARSA ¥48-2)

The corporation intends to carry on activides under the assunned or fictitious name of
Lincoln Theater

Please note: A fictitious name is a name adopted by a foreign corporation authorized to carry on activities in this State because iisreal name is unavsilable pursuantto 13-B MRSA 301-4.

Complete the following if applicahie:

THIRD: Ifsuch assumed name isto be used at fewer thim all of the corporation's places of activity in this Stafe, the location(s}
where it will be used is (are):

NA

FORMI NO. MNPCA-5 (1 of2)

-1- Mon Apr 26 2021 16:04:15Page 63
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Section III: For use by Municipal Officers and County Commissioners only

The undersigned hereby certifies that we have complied with the process outlined in 28-A

approve this on-premises liquor license application.

Dated:

Who is approving this application? ☐Municipal Officers of

☐ County Commissioners of

미

M.R.S. §653 and

County

Please Note: The Municipal Officers or County Commissioners must confirm that the

records of Local Option Votes have been verified that allows this type of establishment to

be licensed by the Bureau for the type of alcohol to be sold for the appropriate days of the
week. Please check this box to indicate this verification was completed.

Signature of Officials Printed Name and Title

This Application will Expire 60 Days from the date of

Municipal or County Approval unless submitted to the Bureau

Included below is the section of Maine's liquor laws regarding the approval process by the municipalities or the

county commissioners. This is provided as a courtesy only and may not reflect the law in effect at the time of

application. Please see http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/28-A/title28-Asec653.html

§653. Hearings; bureau review; appeal

1. Hearings. The municipal officers or, in the case of unincorporated places, the county commissioners ofthe county
in which the unincorporated place is located, may hold a public hearing for the consideration of applications for new on-

premises licenses and applications for transfer of location of existing on-premises licenses. The municipal officers or county
commissioners may hold a public hearing for the consideration of requests for renewal of licenses, except that when an

applicant has held a license for the prior 5 years and a complaint has not been filed against the applicant within that time,
the applicant may request a waiver of the hearing.

A. The bureau shall prepare and supply application forms.

On Premise Application, Rev. 3/2020 Page 6 of 11
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Town of Damariscotta 
21 School St 

Damariscotta, ME 04543 
(207) 563-5168 | (207) 563-6862 Fax 

damariscottame.com 
 

MEMO 

 
To: ​ Select Board 
From: ​Andrew Dorr, Town Manager 
Date:​ September 27, 2025 
Re:​ Cemetery Donation 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Overview: 
A donation has been made by Pat Hall and Gary Wright to support the maintenance of the 
cemeteries, more specifically, Hillside Cemetery.  Staff thanked the family making the donation 
and advised the funds would likely be placed in the Cemetery Reserve more specifically and 
they were accepting of that.  As you’ve come to know, the cemeteries receive maintenance 
nearly year-round and either stone repairs, cleaning, or tree work will all help ensure the graves 
at Hillside continue to receive the attention they deserve.  Once accepted by the board, I will 
follow-up with a thank you letter.   
 
Recommended Action: 
Accept the donation with thanks and allocate the funds to the Cemetery Reserve account.   
 
Possible Motion: 
Move to accept the cemetery donation and to allocate the funds to the Cemetery Reserve.  
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Town of Damariscotta 
21 School St 

Damariscotta, ME 04543 
(207) 563-5168 | (207) 563-6862 Fax 

damariscottame.com 
 

MEMO 

 
To: ​ Select Board 
From: ​Andrew Dorr, Town Manager 
Date:​ September 26, 2025 
Re:​ MPERS Non-union Plan Change 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Overview: 
The Town is enrolled in the Maine Public Employees Retirement System.  Currently, all Group 1 
and 2 employees (regular full-time) are entitled to participate in the Regular Plan AC.  This plan 
affords an employee with a pension payable after 25 years of service at 50% of the average 
final compensation (AFC), which is the average of an employee’s three highest annual salaries.  
There is, however, a (2%) penalty for each year the former employee is under their eligible 
retirement age, typically 60 or 65 depending on their start date.   
 
This retirement benefit, with an age penalty, has fallen well behind the norm for qualifying law 
enforcement officers in the area (see below) and becomes a deterrent for recruitment and 
retention.  Given the current recruitment of a Police Chief, I believe the Town should consider 
amending the MainePERS agreement to allow qualifying non-unionized employees to access 
the Special Plan 3C.   
 
Bath:​ ​ ​ 3C 
Lincoln County: ​ 3C (2C for all other non-union staff) 
Richmond:​ ​ 3C 
Rockland:​ ​ 3C 
Thomaston:​ ​ 3C 
Waldoboro:​ ​ 3C 
Wiscasset:​ ​ 3C​
 
Recommended Action: 
On advice of the MCOPA, I would recommend proceeding with the warrant article to offer the 
Special Plan 3C for qualifying, non-unionized employees.  
 
Possible Motion: 
Move to call a special town meeting for October 15, 2025 and approve the warrant for said 
special town meeting.   
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Town of Damariscotta, Maine 
Notice of Special Town Meeting  

 
Regarding 

 
An amendment to the Maine Public Employees Retirement System (MainePERS) agreement 
between the Town of Damariscotta and MainePERS.   
 
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Damariscotta will hold a Special Town Meeting on 

October 15, 2025 
at the 

Damariscotta Town Office 
21 School St 

Damariscotta, ME 04543 
 
 
The purpose of the Special Town meeting is to vote on a Warrant Article that would amend 
or modify the MainePERS agreement between the Town of Damariscotta and MainePERS.  
The change will allow certain, eligible employees to switch to the Special Plan 3C from the 
Regular Plan AC.  All interested persons are invited to attend the public hearing and will be 
given an opportunity to be heard at the hearing.  
 
 
 
Note: Notice of the Special Town Meeting was advertised in the October 2, 2025 edition of 
the Lincoln County Newspaper.  This notice has been posted publicly as of October 2, 2025.  
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WARRANT FOR SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
 

LINCOLN, SS       STATE OF MAINE 
 
TO: Phillipe Tessier, a constable for the Town of Damariscotta in the County of Lincoln. 
 
GREETINGS: 
 
In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the voters of 
the Town of Damariscotta, in said County, qualified by law to vote in Town Affairs, to 
assemble at the Municipal Building, 21 School Street, in said Town, on Wednesday, the 15th 
day of October, A.D. 2025 at 5:30 P.M., then and there to act on Articles 1 and 2. 
 
ARTICLE 1.  To choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 
 
ARTICLE 2.  To see if the Town of Damariscotta (Town) will vote to change its Maine 
Public Employees Retirement System (MainePERS) plan to adopt Special Plan 3C for its 
eligible non-unionized employees effective November 1, 2025, for future service only.   
 

The Town agrees to:  
1. Adopt Special Plan 3C for its qualifying, non-unionized, full-time employees 

who are otherwise eligible for retirement benefits pursuant to the Town’s 
Personnel Policy and who are not seasonal or temporary as defined by 
MainePERS Rule Chapter 802 for service rendered after October 31, 2025; and 

2. Continue to provide Plan AC for all other qualifying full-time Town employees 
who are otherwise eligible for retirement benefits pursuant to the Town’s 
Personnel Policy and who are not seasonal or temporary as defined by 
MainePERS Rule Chapter 802; and 

3. To authorize the Town Manager to sign the Amended Agreement between the 
Town and Maine Public Employees Retirement System.     

  
Explanation: The Town of Damariscotta is asking voters to approve a change to its 
retirement plan for the non-unionized employees that qualify for Special Plan 3C.  The 
MainePERS Special Plan 3C is available to law enforcement officers, fire fighters, 
certain emergency medical services employees, and others as defined by MainePERS.  
This change would ultimately provide the Police Chief with retirement benefits 
comparable to the current market.     
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Given under our hands at said Damariscotta, Maine this 1st day of October A.D., 2025. 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Daryl Fraser, Chairman 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Daniel Hunter 
Attest: 
       ______________________________ 
_____________________________   Tom Anderson 
Andrew Dorr, Town Manager 
       ______________________________ 
       Andrea Keushguerian 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Darryl Day 
        
       Select Board 
       Damariscotta, Maine 
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STATE OF MAINE 
TOWN OF DAMARISCOTTA 

RETURN OF THE NOTICE OF ELECTION 
 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
October 15, 2025 

5:30 PM 
 
 

Damariscotta, Maine         2025 
 
Pursuant to the within warrant and notice of Special Town Meeting, as 
directed, I have notified and warned the inhabitants of said town, qualified as 
herein expressed, to meet at said time and place, and for the purposes therein 
named, by posing and attested copy of said warrant at: 
 
   
 Town Office      School Street 
 Police Department     School St. 
 Skidompha Library    Main St. 
 Mikes Market     Main St. 
 
 
In said town, being public and conspicuous places in said town, on the  
_____day of________________ A.D., 2025, being at least seven days before 
the meeting. 
 
             
       Phillipe Tessier,  

Chief of Police 
        OR 
 
       _________________________ 
        
       _________________________ 
       Printed Name & Title 
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Town of Damariscotta 
21 School St 

Damariscotta, ME 04543 
(207) 563-5168 | (207) 563-6862 Fax 

damariscottame.com 
 

MEMO 

 
To: ​ Select Board 
From: ​Andrew Dorr, Town Manager 
Date:​ September 27, 2025 
Re:​ Budget Committee Appointments 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Overview: 
There are currently four vacancies on the Budget Committee.  The appointments were put on 
hold back in June as people expressed an interest in joining the committee following the Annual 
Town Meeting.  Since the June meeting, although others have inquired, only one additional 
person has expressed interest in joining the committee.  I have not followed back up with all of 
them, but will do so prior to the meeting to confirm before the board appoints members to the 
vacant positions.  The table below shows the vacancies, currently two voting members and two 
alternate members.   
 

Town of Damariscotta Budget Committee 

      

(Term ending) Jun-24 Jun-25 Jun-26 Jun-27 Jun-28 

(Vacant)      

Richard McLean    

Shari Sage    

Constance Magistrelli      

Karen O'Bryan      

(Vacant)      

Bruce Rockwood      

Gary Rosenthall      

Mary Devlin      

(Vacant) Alternate 

(annual)      

(Vacant) Alternate 

(annual)      

      

*Temporary appointments to the board are only for the current FY and anyone wishing to serve the 

remainder of a temporarily filled term must be elected at the next Annual Town Meeting. 
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The individuals who have expressed an interest include 
●​ Jenny Begin 
●​ Susan McAlister 
●​ Leah Puckey 
●​ Larry Sidelinger 

 
Pursuant to the Town Charter, all members filling a vacancy during the year may be appointed 
by the Select Board for the remainder of the year.  In the case of these appointments, you will 
determine two appointments to be primary voting members of the committee and two that will be 
alternates that may vote in the absence of a sitting member during the budget committee 
meetings. I will ask in my follow-up which voting status each person would like to be considered 
to help inform your decision.  If all are interested in either an alternate or a primary voting 
member, the board will determine who will fill each seat.   
 
Recommended Action: 

1.​ If necessary, determine which individuals will serve as primary voting members and 
which will be alternate members. 

2.​ Appoint all members to the committee for the remainder of this year.   
 
Possible Motion: 
Move to appoint  ________________ and _____________ to serve as primary voting members 
of the budget committee and appoint _____________ and _____________ to serve as alternate 
voting members, all to serve the remainder of this fiscal year.   
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Andrew Dorr <adorr@damariscotta.maine.gov>

budget committee

Susan McAlister <suemcalister1980@gmail.com> Thu, Jun 12, 2025 at 1:20 PM
To: adorr@damariscottame.com

Good afternoon, 

I attended last night's town meeting and am interested in serving on the town's budget committee for the one year term
ending June 2026.

I grew up in Damariscotta but left in the early 1980s. My parents continued to live here, so I never lost touch with the
town. I graduated from Lincoln Academy in 1976.  My husband and I retired here in 2022. I am looking for a way to give
back to the community.

I believe I would be an asset to the budget committee. In my professional life I was the Executive Director of the
Minuteman Library Network in Massachusetts. I managed a budget of ~$2 million, wrote grants, negotiated contracts,
deployed telecommunications systems and managed the software system that member libraries used to automate their
internal processes.

I am about to leave on a three week cross country camping trip on Saturday, but feel free to email me during that time. My
understanding from last night is that the committee starts its work in November/December. That would work out well for
me.

Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely,
Susan McAlister
--
Susan McAlister
508-208-6438
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Andrew Dorr <adorr@damariscotta.maine.gov>

Fwd: budget committee

Rebecca Bartolotta <rbartolotta@damariscotta.maine.gov> Wed, Sep 17, 2025 at 3:21 PM
To: Andrew Dorr <adorr@damariscotta.maine.gov>

Rebecca J. Bartolotta, CCM
Town Clerk/Registrar/Notary
Deputy Tax Collector/Deputy Treasurer
Town of Damariscotta
21 School Street
Damariscotta, Maine  04543 

M-T-TH: 7:30 am – 5:00 pm
W: 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
F: CLOSED 

P: 207-563-5168
F: 207-563-6862

rbartolotta@damariscottame.com
www.damariscottame.com 

 DISCLAIMER:

This e-mail and any file or attachment transmitted with it, is only intended for the use of the person and/or entity to whom
it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable
law. If the recipient of this message is not the intended recipient or otherwise responsible for delivering the message to
the intended recipient, be notified that any disclosure, distribution or copying of this information is strictly prohibited. If you
received this communication in error, destroy all copies of this message, attachments and/or files in your possession,
custody or control and any other copies you may have created, and notify the sender at (207) 563-5168 or at the sender's
e-mail address listed above.

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: jenny begin <jbegin17@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Sep 17, 2025 at 1:32 PM
Subject: budget committee
To: Rebecca Bartolotta <RBartolotta@damariscottame.com>

Hi Rebecca, Please let Andy know I’d be willing to be on the budget committee if that would be useful.  Jennifer Begin
Jenny Begin 
Salt Bay Trading Co.
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Town of Damariscotta 
21 School St 

Damariscotta, ME 04543 
(207) 563-5168 | (207) 563-6862 Fax

damariscottame.com 

MEMO 

To: ​ Select Board 
From: ​Andrew Dorr, Town Manager 
Date:​ September 25, 2025 
Re:​ PW Equipment Reserve Request: Line Striper 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Overview: 
The current line striper has been requiring increased maintenance and is also less reliable than 
it should be.  This gas powered machine was purchased some time ago and may be due for 
replacement.  Jon has worked on this machine multiple times with issues still hindering the 
operation of the machine.  Maintenance/repair has included:  

● replacing the plunger and housing for the pump, the selector valve, and seals,
● rebuilt the clutch assembly,
● serviced the motor, and
● fixed wiring and the carburetor.

Jon has researched some replacement machines, sticking primarily with Graco as they are the 
preferred brand for this work.  This past year we contracted out most of the line striping for the 
sake of getting it done quicker and without the liability of night work.  As long as we are able to 
perform the task, we can do it in-house much cheaper, but it will likely require us to do the 
spring painting over a two-week period vs a three-night effort.   

There have been some advancements in this technology and there are now battery powered 
units that eliminate the noise and challenges associated with the carburetors/engines.  Reviews 
on the units seem positive so far with others still noting a challenge with clogged gas-powered 
units. The prices of the battery-powered devices begin at $6,250 whereas the gas-powered 
units start at $5,695.  The ES 500 battery powered unit runs on a 60V Dewalt battery which 
could serve other tools in the future.  The difference in price between the ES 500 and the 3400 
($546) can easily be met with just a few small engine issues, making the ES 500 a more 
favorable machine.  Additionally, it operates with much less noise which will be much 
appreciated for the workers and those in the vicinity of the crew while applying the paint at night.   
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Table 1. Price Comparison 

Graco ES 500 Graco ES 1000 Graco 3400 

Grainger $10,800 $10,784 $7,893 

Pittsburgh Spray Equipment $7,459 $11,269 $6,579 

Portland Compressor $6,241 $10,267 $5,695 

FY 25 Est Ending Balance:​ $ 37,971 
FY 26 Allocation (YTD):​ $ 30,000 
Previously Encumbered:​ $ 26,360 
FY 26 Est Balance (YTD):​ $ 41,611 

Recommended Action: 
Appropriate funds to purchase a new, battery-powered line striping machine from Portland 
Compressor, model ES 500.  If approved, the purchase would bring the reserve balance to an 
estimated $35,366. 

Possible Motion: 
Move to appropriate up to $6,250 from the Highway Equipment Reserve and to authorize the 
Town Manager to purchase a new line striper.   
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Comparing Models 

Reviews of the Graco LineLazer ES 500 highlight its suitability for small-to-medium striping 
jobs, emphasizing its battery-powered operation, quietness, and maneuverability as major 
advantages over traditional gasoline-powered units. Users praise its portability, reduced physical 
strain, and ability to create clear, professional lines without engine noise, fumes, or vibration. 
The machine is noted as an environmentally friendly option, aligning with net-zero targets. While 
effective, it's best for lines up to 100 mm wide and is designed for use with standard, 
single-pack traffic paints.  

Key Positives: 
● Battery-Powered Convenience: Eliminates the need for gasoline, reducing noise,

vibration, and fumes, and making it suitable for indoor use and improved situational
awareness.

● Lightweight and Maneuverable: Uses the same light chassis as the LineLazer 3400,
making it easy to handle, reducing user fatigue, and improving portability.

● Professional Results: Delivers clear, crisp lines, with a max flow of 1.8 liters per minute
and pressures up to 3,000 PSI.

● Environmentally Friendly: Contributes to lower carbon emissions by being cordless.
● Versatile Paint Options: Designed for use with single-pack traffic paints, suitable for

various applications from parking lots to factory floors.

Considerations: 
● Project Size Limitations: Best suited for small to medium-sized re-stripe jobs.
● Spray Width: Most effective for lines up to 100 mm wide (4”).
● Maintenance: Requires regular cleaning and flushing of tips and filters, and the use of

pump armor, to prevent blockages and corrosion.
● Tip Selection: Best used with LL5 switch tips.

The Graco LineLazer 3400 is a well-regarded, entry-level line striper suitable for small 
commercial applications like parking lots and school fields due to its lightweight, user-friendly 
design and reliable Honda engine. Reviews highlight its ease of use, straightforward 
maintenance, and good performance with solvent paints, though some users report issues with 
latex paint, frequent maintenance, or pressure fluctuations in high-volume work.   

Pros: 
● Lightweight and Maneuverable: The machine is compact and easy to transport, allowing

for simple use in various commercial settings.
● Beginner-Friendly: Its simple controls and ease of maintenance make it a great choice

for those new to line striping.
● Reliable Engine: The Honda GX engine is known for its durability and reliability.
● Versatile: It can handle both solvent and water-based paints, and its design is suitable

for both field and pavement striping.
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●​ Improved Design: Newer versions feature an updated, longer frame for better stability 
and tracking, an improved EasyMark gun adjustment system, and a rear-mount hose 
wrap for easier stencil jobs.  

 
Cons: 

●​ Latex Paint Issues: Some users have reported problems with the 3400 struggling with 
latex paint, leading to clogs and malfunctions, especially with new units.  

●​ Maintenance Needs: While simple to maintain, the unit is noted to require more upkeep 
compared to other machines.  

●​ Limited Power for Heavy Use: The small pump may struggle to keep up with thick traffic 
paint, leading to inconsistent line quality and fluctuating pressure.  

●​ Single Gun: As a single-gun model, it's less efficient for large projects or multi-color jobs 
compared to two-gun stripers. 
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​[Draft] Select Board Policy:​

​Issuing Maine Liquor Licenses​

​I. Policy statement​

​The Select Board of the Town of Damariscotta, Maine, acts as the municipal officers for​

​local approval of on-premises liquor licenses as required by Title 28-A MRS Chapter 27.​

​This policy is intended to ensure a fair, transparent, and legally compliant process for​

​the issuance and renewal of liquor licenses while protecting the public health, safety,​

​and welfare of the community.​

​II. Legal basis​

​●​ ​Maine State Law: All liquor licenses are issued by the Maine Bureau of Alcoholic​

​Beverages & Lottery Operations (BALBO).​

​●​ ​Local Authority: For an on-premises license (such as for a bar or restaurant), the​

​applicant must first obtain approval from the municipal officers (the Select​

​Board).​

​●​ ​Public Hearing: A public hearing must be held for all new on-premises license​

​applications and may be required for renewals. The applicant is responsible for​

​the cost of the public notice advertising.​

​III. Application process​

​A. Submitting an application​

​1.​ ​All applicants must first complete the state application through the Bureau's​

​online Enterprise Liquor Licensing System (BELLS).​
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​2.​ ​The Town Clerk will notify the Select Board and relevant town departments​

​(Police and Code Enforcement) of the application.​

​B. Departmental review​

​1.​ ​Upon receiving the application from the Town Clerk, the following departments​

​will conduct a review within 3 business days:​

​1.​ ​Police Department: Will conduct a review of the calls for service related to​

​the business/property and generate a report.​

​2.​ ​Code Enforcement Office: Will confirm that the business is in compliance​

​with all relevant municipal ordinances, including zoning, building, and​

​plumbing regulations.​

​2.​ ​Any identified issues or code violations must be resolved by the applicant before​

​the Select Board will consider the application.​

​C. Public hearing and Select Board action​

​1.​ ​Scheduling: The Town Clerk will schedule a public hearing and Select Board​

​consideration of the application at a regular meeting. New license applications​

​will not be scheduled until all required departmental reviews and inspections​

​have been passed.​

​2.​ ​Public Notice: The Town Clerk will advertise the public hearing in a local​

​newspaper. The advertisement must meet Title 28-A MRS Chapter 27. The​

​applicant must provide payment for this cost prior to advertisement.​

​3.​ ​The Hearing: At the public hearing, the Select Board may hear testimony from the​

​applicant, town staff, and any interested members of the public.​

​4.​ ​Board Decision: Following the hearing, the Select Board shall approve, deny, or​

​table their action for approval.​

​D. Finalizing the license​

​1.​ ​If the Select Board approves the application, the Town Clerk will provide the​

​municipal approval to BALBO through the BELLS system within 3 business days.​
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​2.​ ​The state will conduct its own inspection and final review before issuing the​

​license.​

​IV. License renewals​

​A. Renewal process​

​1.​ ​The applicants/business owners are responsible for applying for their renewals​

​prior to their expiration.​

​2.​ ​Departmental reviews from Police and Code Enforcement will be conducted​

​within 3 business days.​

​3.​ ​The Select Board will consider the application at a regular meeting without a​

​public hearing, unless a public hearing is required by statute or requested by a​

​town department or a majority of the Select Board.​

​a.​ ​The Select Board may hold a public hearing if concerns are raised by town​

​staff or residents, or if the licensee has an outstanding debt to the town.​

​4.​ ​If an existing licensee submits the renewal application close to the deadline and​

​will not be able to get Select Board approval prior to the expiration, the state may​

​allow the licensee to operate on a temporary basis.  If this is the case, while​

​waiting for the next regularly scheduled board meeting, the Town Clerk shall​

​confirm with the state of the next board meeting date in which the renewal​

​application will be considered.​

​B. Finalizing the license​

​1.​ ​If the Select Board approves the application, the Town Clerk will provide the​

​municipal approval to BALBO through the BELLS system within 3 business days.​

​2.​ ​The state will conduct its own inspection and final review before issuing the​

​license.​

​V. Violations and conditions​
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​1.​ ​Violations of this policy, local ordinances, or state liquor laws may result in the​

​Select Board holding a hearing to reconsider or revoke a municipal license​

​approval.​

Page 121



Town of Damariscotta 
21 School St 

Damariscotta, ME 04543 
(207) 563-5168 | (207) 563-6862 Fax 

damariscottame.com 
 

MEMO 

 
To: ​ Select Board 
From: ​Andrew Dorr, Town Manager 
Date:​ September 27, 2025 
Re:​ Road Opening Permit/Policy 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Overview: 
Currently, the Town has a Road Opening Permit.  Anyone that plans to excavate in a public 
roadway is expected to file for a permit.  Upon review, there does not appear to be any real 
standards or policy associated with the permit and therefore defaults to 35A MRS Sec 2501 and 
2503.  Though this does not happen often, it would be prudent to review the current permit, the 
statute, and examples from other towns to determine what would be best for our community.   
 
While the location permit is going to provide an exact location of utilities placed, the Town would 
also be able to require additional information or requirements for operating in the public way to 
maintain safe work zones and minimize disruption to property owners and travelers.  Clear 
standards and expectations for returning the public way to a certain condition can be spelled out 
in this policy.   
 
Recommended Action: 
Based on a review of our current permit and process, a quick review of the statute, and past 
experiences, this road opening policy would benefit staff, utility districts, contractors, and the 
public while necessary work is being performed.  Next steps should include 

1.​ Review current standards/policies (permit, statute, etc) 
2.​ Review other community’s policies as well as the MDOT standards 
3.​ Draft a policy/standards for review and issuance of Road Opening Permits 

 
Possible Motion: 
No motion necessary.  A general consensus of the board would be adequate for staff to pursue 
this effort further.    
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MRS Title 35-A, §2501. APPLICABILITY
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§2501.  Applicability
1.  Applicability of chapter 25.  All persons engaged in the business of the transmission of 

communications or electricity are subject to the duties, restrictions and liabilities prescribed in this 
chapter.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

2.  Applicability of section 2503.  Except as otherwise provided, a person may not construct 
facilities upon and along highways and public roads without applying for and obtaining a written 
location permit from the applicable licensing authority under section 2503.  Included within this 
requirement is every person operating telephones or transmitting television signals by wire; every 
person that owns, controls, operates or manages any pipeline within or through this State for the 
transportation as a common carrier for hire of oil, gas, gasoline, petroleum or any other liquids or gases; 
every water utility and every person making, generating, selling, distributing and supplying gas or 
electricity; every water utility or sewer company, district or system privately or municipally owned; 
every municipally owned or operated fire alarm, police alarm or street lighting circuit or system; every 
cooperative organized under chapter 35; the University of Maine System, for purposes described in 
section 2301‑A; every dark fiber provider; every unlit fiber provider as defined in section 711, 
subsection 7, paragraph E;  every telecommunications service provider as defined in section 711, 
subsection 7, paragraph C; every information service provider as defined in section 711, subsection 7, 
paragraph A; and any other person engaged in telecommunications or the transmission of heat or 
electricity.
[PL 2017, c. 199, §3 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 141, §A6 (NEW). PL 1995, c. 225, §9 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 268, §2 (AMD). PL 
2009, c. 612, §8 (AMD). PL 2017, c. 199, §3 (AMD). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The 
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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MRS Title 35-A, §2503. PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATION FOR PERMIT
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§2503.  Procedure for application for permit
1.  Application.  The application must be in writing and describe the facilities, the requested 

location, evidence of notice provided to owners of facilities in the applicable public way, the minimum 
depth if an underground facility, the minimum height of any attached wires or cables, if aboveground 
facilities, all in the manner and form that the licensing authority requires.
[PL 2015, c. 216, §1 (AMD).]

2.  Notice.  The applicant may give public notice of the application by publishing its description of 
the proposed facility once in a newspaper circulated in the municipality or municipalities encompassing 
the limits of the proposed location.  The applicant shall send a copy of any application filed with the 
Department of Transportation to the municipal clerk of each municipality in which the facilities are 
located, or to the clerk of the county commissioners in the case of facilities within an unorganized 
township, except that the applicant may, without publication of its application, place its facility 
described in its application on receipt of a permit from the licensing authority as may be otherwise 
provided.  If a proposed facility is located underground and is in excess of 500 feet in length, the 
applicant shall, within 5 business days of submitting an application to the applicable licensing authority, 
provide the ConnectMaine Authority established in Title 5, section 12004‑G, subsection 33‑F a notice 
that includes a description and the location of the proposed facility.
[PL 2019, c. 625, §4 (AMD).]

3.  Objection.  Objection to the application may be filed according to this subsection.
A.  Any person owning property that abuts the applicable public way or any owner of facilities in 
the applicable public way may file a written objection with the appropriate licensing authority 
within 14 days after publication by the applicant.  The written objection must state the reason for 
the objection.  The written objection must be served by delivery in hand or by registered or certified 
mail.  [PL 2015, c. 216, §2 (AMD).]
B.  If the applicant proceeds without publication of the application, any person owning property 
that abuts the applicable public way or any owner of facilities in the applicable public way may file 
a written objection with the appropriate licensing authority within 90 days after installation of the 
facility described in the application.  The written objection must state the cause for the objection.  
The written objection must be served by delivery in hand or by registered or certified mail.  [PL 
2015, c. 216, §2 (AMD).]

[PL 2015, c. 216, §2 (AMD).]
4.  Hearing.  The licensing authority, on receipt of a written objection, shall fix a time and place 

for hearing and shall give 7-days' notice of hearing by registered or certified mail to the applicant and 
any person filing law objections.  The licensing authority's adjudication on the validity of the applicant's 
notice or procedures is final and conclusive.  If the licensing authority finds its notice of hearing, the 
applicant's notice of application or the applicant's procedures defective, it may fix a new time and place 
for hearing, shall order appropriate notice to be published or defect corrected and shall adjourn the 
hearing to meet at the time and place fixed in its order.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

5.  Permits.  The location permit shall specify the approximate location of the facility and the 
minimum depth of any pipes or conduits below, or the minimum height of any wires or cables above, 
the earth's surface.  The licensing authority may specify in the permit other requirements determined 
necessary in the best interests of the public safety and use of the right-of-way so as not to obstruct use 
for public travel.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

6.  Liability.  Installation and maintenance of the facility and its appurtenances in accordance with 
the terms of the permit and the provisions of chapter 23 and this chapter relieve the applicant of liability 
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to others by reason of location of its facility and appurtenances and no person has any right of recovery 
under Title 23, section 3655, because of the location, installation and maintenance and the applicant 
will be liable only for acts of negligence in the installation or maintenance of the facility and its 
appurtenances.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

7.  Alteration.  After the facility is installed, the licensing authority may alter or amend the permit 
if the installation is determined to impair the highway improvement or interfere with the free and safe 
flow of traffic.  The procedure for an applicant, or for the licensing authority under this subsection, to 
alter or amend the terms of a location permit after construction or installation of the facility is the same 
as for any original application for a permit.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

8.  Relocation.  No location permit or alteration of any original location permit is required for 
relocation of the facility when the relocation is because of the construction, reconstruction or relocation 
of the way, except when required by federal law applicable to highways that have been designated for 
federal aid.  The licensing authority, except in such cases of federal aid construction, shall issue a new 
location permit to evidence the legality of the relocation.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

9.  Replacement and additions.  A new location permit is not required for the replacement of an 
existing facility or appurtenance or for additions to the facility and appurtenances made within the terms 
of the existing permit.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

10.  Service lines and improvements.  An additional location permit is not required for any person 
to attach or install wires, cables or associated equipment, service lines or extensions to its facilities for 
which a permit has been issued or which are declared to be legal structures under this section, provided 
that these attachments or installations conform to the conditions of the permit. These attachments or 
installations are deemed legal structures.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

11.  Ordered and existing locations.  No location permit is required for any facilities constructed 
in accordance with an order of the municipality issued in writing and signed by the municipal officers, 
or by county commissioners in the case of unorganized townships, and agreed to by the owner of the 
facilities.  When installed in accordance with the order, the facilities are deemed legal structures.
No location permit is required for any facilities which existed within the limits of a private way before 
the legal acceptance of the private way as a public way and the facilities are deemed legal structures.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

12.  Records.  The licensing authority shall maintain a record of all location permits issued and 
presently valid.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

13.  Appeals.  Appeals from decisions shall be conducted in the following manner.
A.  The licensing authority shall give notice of their decision to the applicant and to any person 
filing objections as soon as practicable.  [PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]
B.  Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Department of Transportation or the county 
commissioners may appeal to the Superior Court in the manner provided in Title 23, sections 2063 
to 2066, relating to highways.  [PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]
C.  In the case of municipalities, the decision of the municipal officers or their designees shall be 
filed with the clerk of the municipality within one week from the date of the decision.  Within 2 
weeks from the filing, any person aggrieved may appeal from their decision to the county 
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commissioners by filing notice of appeal with a copy of the original petition and adjudication with 
the clerk of the municipality and with the clerk of the board of county commissioners.

(1)  Once a person aggrieved files a notice of appeal of a revision made by a municipality, the 
municipal officers may review a decision previously made by them to reconsider the issues 
involved or they may act as a review board to evaluate a decision made by their designees.  The 
municipal officers may alter decisions during the 2-week appeal period, but the person 
aggrieved retains the initiative to pursue the appeal if not satisfied with the altered decision.
(2)  The county commissioners shall immediately entertain the appeal and give 2 weeks' notice 
of the time and place of hearing, which must be held within 30 days from the time the appeal 
is filed.  The hearing may be adjourned from time to time, not exceeding 30 days in all, and the 
commissioners shall file their decision within 30 days from the time the hearing is closed and 
transmit a copy of it to the applicant, any other parties to the appeal and to the clerk of the 
municipality, who shall immediately record it.  [PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]
14.  Opening permits.  Notwithstanding section 2303, 2502 or 2503, the applicant must procure 

opening permits before making any underground installation as provided in chapter 23 and Title 23, 
sections 54 and 3351 to 3359.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

15.  Agreement.  The granting of a permit by the Department of Transportation, municipal officers 
or their designees or county commissioners, under this section, constitutes an agreement between the 
utility and the State or political subdivision of the State.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

16.  Rules.  The Department of Transportation may adopt reasonable rules to administer this 
section.  These rules may include procedures for application and issue of permits and the conduct of 
hearings.
The department may adopt rules authorizing public utilities to install facilities on or over the surface of 
public ways for which the department is the licensing authority.  The rules must set forth the following:

A.  General terms and conditions regarding the location of the facilities; and  [PL 1993, c. 540, 
§1 (NEW).]
B.  Reasonable requirements determined necessary to protect public safety and to permit 
unobstructed public travel along the affected public way.  [PL 1993, c. 540, §1 (NEW).]

Utilities installing facilities in accordance with these rules are not required to receive a separate written 
location permit as required by section 2501, subsection 2.  Facilities installed in accordance with the 
rules are legal structures and are deemed installed pursuant to a written location permit.
[PL 1993, c. 540, §1 (AMD).]

17.  Relocation in certain municipalities.  The Department of Transportation has the exclusive 
rights, powers and duties of municipal officers under section 2517 when state or state-aid highways are 
affected, except for state and state-aid highways in the compact areas of urban compact municipalities 
as defined in Title 23, section 754.
[PL 1999, c. 753, §11 (AMD).]

18.  Rights of applicable licensing authority.  Nothing in Title 30‑A, section 3008, subsection 5 
impairs the rights of the applicable licensing authority.
[PL 2023, c. 405, Pt. A, §125 (AMD).]

19.  Legal effect.  Existing facilities and appurtenances maintained and now in use within a public 
way, together with any facilities and appurtenances installed and maintained in accordance with this 
section are deemed legal structures and the party maintaining them is liable for maintaining them only 
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for acts of negligence in the erection or maintenance of them.  The failure of the licensing authority to 
grant or deny a permit for which application is made within 60 days of filing constitutes the issuance 
of a location permit.
[PL 1987, c. 141, Pt. A, §6 (NEW).]

20.  Exclusive method.  Compliance with this section by any person is the exclusive method of 
obtaining the rights and privileges conferred in this section and no person or cooperative may be 
required, with respect to the location of its facilities, to comply with or be subject to any other law, 
including, but not limited to, Title 30‑A, chapter 165, except that a person subject to Title 30‑A, section 
3008 must comply with the requirements of that section with respect to the location of its facilities.
[PL 2023, c. 502, §29 (AMD).]

21.  Default standards.  This subsection governs standards applied by local licensing authorities.
A.  As used in this subsection, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the 
following meanings.

(1)  "Local licensing authority" means municipal officers or their designees or county 
commissioners.
(2)  "Underground location standards" means standards governing the location and depth of 
and distance between utility facilities, including the underground portion of aboveground 
facilities such as utility pole bases.  [PL 2015, c. 216, §3 (NEW).]

B.  For all state and state-aid highways within compact areas of urban compact municipalities as 
defined in Title 23, section 754, rules adopted by the Department of Transportation under 
subsection 16 serve as the minimum standard.  [PL 2015, c. 216, §3 (NEW).]
C.  Except within areas identified in paragraph B, a local licensing authority may adopt 
underground location standards for utility facilities within its jurisdiction as designated in section 
2502, subsection 1, paragraph A or B.  If a local licensing authority has not adopted underground 
location standards for utility facilities, the underground location standards adopted by the 
Department of Transportation under subsection 16 govern.  [PL 2015, c. 216, §3 (NEW).]
D.  A local licensing authority that has not adopted underground location standards for utility 
facilities in accordance with paragraph C may grant exceptions to the underground location 
standards adopted by the Department of Transportation under subsection 16 if the licensing 
authority finds one of the following:

(1)  Application of the underground location standards would present an exceptional hardship 
or unreasonable cost under the circumstances and alternative standards will adequately ensure 
public safety;
(2)  All affected parties, as determined by the local licensing authority, have agreed to 
alternative underground location standards that will adequately ensure public safety;
(3)  A unique situation exists that requires an adjustment of the standards in a manner that 
ensures public safety; or
(4)  The underground location standards exceed the limits of the available space within the 
right-of-way.  [PL 2015, c. 216, §3 (NEW).]

E.  The owners of a new, planned underground utility facility shall coordinate directly with owners 
of existing underground utility facilities in the public way during the design phase of the new, 
planned facility.  Both the new and existing facility owners shall make reasonable accommodation 
for each other's facilities in accordance with applicable underground location standards to allow 
ease of access to and maintenance of those facilities and adequately ensure public safety.  [PL 
2015, c. 216, §3 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 216, §3 (RPR).]
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§3354.  Record of permits kept; fees
The road commissioner, the commissioner of public works or such officer as the municipal officers 

may appoint in the absence of a commissioner shall keep a record of all permits granted by that person, 
work done by the municipal employees excepted.  The applicant shall pay to the municipal treasurer 
for every permit for making an excavation within the driveways of any public highway paved with 
broken stone, concrete, bitulithic, granite block, brick, wood block, sheet asphalt or other pavements 
fees established by the municipal officers. Those fees may not exceed the reasonable cost of 
replacement of the excavated pavement and base material as well as inspections performed by or for 
the municipality.  The requirement for municipal inspections must bear a reasonable relationship to the 
complexity of the project or the performance history of the permittee.  All such fees paid to the 
municipal treasurer must be regularly accounted for in the treasurer's report to the municipal officers 
and constitute a special fund for the repaving of excavations, repair of any roadway adjacent to the 
excavations and inspections.  When such excavations are repaired or inspected by the municipality, the 
cost must be charged to the special fund.  Municipal ordinances and regulations governing activities 
conducted in accordance with this subchapter may not be arbitrary or capricious.  [PL 1999, c. 337, 
§5 (AMD).]
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PL 1999, c. 337, §5 (AMD). 
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